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Loquence is the nob J eft faculty of the 

^ _ human mind, and has ever been held 

in jkch veneration, that, we may obferve, 
the higheft rewards have been in all ages 

conferred upon it* Riches, honours, efteem 9 

admiration, and- immortality, have never 
failed to crown the labours of thofe, on whom 
nature has beftowed an extraordinary ftiare 

of thai talent. The names of Demofthenes 

and Cicero are mentioned with as much re? 

w i _ 

[fed, as thofe of Alexander and < Po??ipey, 
and the former have, with their tongues, e- 
Jlablifhed for themfelves, a reputation more 

lofting, than the latter have been able to 
do, with all the power and wealth of the, 
Grecian and Roman empire* The philip- 
pics of the two fir ft are Jlill entire, and 

charm mankind as much at this moment, as 
the ftrft hour they were delivered; while 
the mighty empires eftabliftoed by the two 

lafl, at the expence of ft much blood and la- 
bour, have changed very frequently their ma- 
fters : and thofe barbarians, who overturn- 
ed the Roman ft ate, have luckily left us un~ 

impaired, the glorious productions of the Ro- 

A 2 man 
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man orator* Britain is faid, by Jo me mo~ 

dern writer, to be ahnojl the only nation m 

Europe^ where there is room for an unbound- 
ed exercife of that faculty. By ekquence,in 

parliament, we affert our liberty, againjl the 
'united attacks of defpotifm and corruption g 
by eloque?ice, in the civil courts, toe defend 
our property from the depredations oj. rapine 
#nd injujiice ; and in the criminal courts, we 

vindicate our character, from the Jlains of 

calumny, and our lives from the daringnefs 

of accufation; and by eloquence our clergy. 

have long Jiemmed the current of prevailing 

infidelity and immorality. Buf Jim the fair- 
ejl field of eloquence feems to be unknown, 

or at leajl unattempted amongji us. The 

merits of the deceafed ought not to be buried 

in oblivion, a?id it is a tribute jufily due to t 

the, memory oj thofe, zvho have done eminent 

'Cervices to mankind, to celebrate their vir- 

tues after their death ; and the duration of 

c.ur gratitude ought at leafi to be proportion* 
ed to that of their fervices.— Funeral ora- 
tions were very frequent in Rome, and every 

warrior, who died in the caufe t of his count 
py, had a harangue pronounced over his 

(lead body 9 by his dear eft friend ', or by the. 
(fblejl orator, commemorating the virtues of 
the deceafed, and commanding the tears and 

Jtrrow of thofe why fury iyed. This may b% 

one 
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one great reafon why %ve fee thofe heroes 

-were ever ready to refign their life in de- 
fence of their country ; and furely it was ci 

viofl agreeable reflection to think, that a man 

only quitted the fcene himfelf to make way 
for the celebration of his virtues. Non omnia 

moriar, multaque pars mei vkabit Iibirinam. 

The French have long cultivated this fpe~ 

cies of eloquence 9 and fo vie of their writers^ 
noiwithfianding the difadv ant ages of a feeble 

circumlocutive language 9 have made a worn 

derful progrefs in it* Their fuperiority to 
us in this point reflects no difonour however 
upon us ; and may rather be accounted for 
from the difference of our governments, than 



from the odds of our geniufies. Bom in a coun- 
try where pa five obedience conjlitutes all the 
merit of a citizen, debarred from exertim 
their talents in the caufe of liberty and in- 
dependence, that people^ naturally lively and 
ingenious , have turned the coarfe of their elo- 
quence towards the compofition of panegyric ; 
and have lavified upon the dead, thofe prai- 
fes, which their monarch would not, without 
jealoujy, have feen conferred upon the living. 
This attempt to introduce amongfl us the 

only fpecies of eloquence that we are igno- 
rant of will not 1 hope be ill received. The 
author little thought of ever appearing hi 

print i but to haroc let this opportunity cfcape, 

would 
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would have argued ingratitude towards that 

-per Con who is the fubjeS of the following o- 



toft 

be rt 
efs 9 to take fo 



'/fed perhaps ft 



tivation of this ufeful talent ; fo that we may 

hope one day to fee, in this kingdom, feme 
productions, worthy of being .put in competi- 
tion with ihofe ofBoffuet, Flechier, or Bour^ 
dalme. The author has endeavoured to be 
as much original as pojfible, and as fie does 
not recoiled any one who has xvrit upon the 

fame plan, fo fie hopes none will do her the 
injufiice to fufpecl her of flagiarifnu What- 
ever fiall be the fate of the work, fie will 
always have toe home-felt fatisfacliou to 

think, that her intention was purely meant to 
ferve the public : a reflection that mujl al- 
ways be conjolatory to the author, of the worfi 

received performance, ' 



A 



A Funeral Oration, otc* 



Gentlemen and Ladies. 



A- 

HEN I firft heard the melancholy 
news of the death of the worthy 
JKANY MUIl, I formed the defign of 
affetnbling this company, 1 thought I could, 



w 



s 



I was fore I could, be eloquent in the praife 
of a perfon for whom 1 had io great a re- 
gard ; but upon more ferious and deliberate 

confideration, I began to fear that 1* who 
have been fo long engaged in the practice 
of the mute art, might perhaps fail in doing 

that juftice to her character which it de- 
fended ; and therefore I fliall content myfelf 
with giving you a brief account of the moll 
material and interefting particulars of her life; 
and fhall endeavour to obferve as exaft a me- 
dium as poffible betwixt the folfome flatter? 
of a panegyrifr, and the dull veracity of a 
hiftorian. 

{Here fie pulls out a coloured handler *> 

chief in -place of a white one A 

Jeant Muir was born in the Canon- 
jate on tfie T2th of Augufi: 1728, of a pa- 
rentage juftly revered in that part of the town 
for their virtue and fobriety, Her forefa- 
thers 
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thers hid been in fome meaftire hereditary 
keepers of a Td i lliar d-table, and her mother 
no inconfiderable member of that .profeffiori 
in which her daughter was deftined to make 
fo eminent a figure. With thefe advantages 

we need not doubt but the joung mind of 

our heroine, which began already to difplay 

fome very early fymptoms.of genius and vi- 
gour, would be imbued with every part of 

neceffary mftruftion. It happened indeed 
fome what unlucky forMifs Jeany Muir, that 
public b y houfes were not eftablifhed in 

this metropolis* upon that fure and honoura- 
ble footing which they have fince been ; fo 
that our young adventurer had not an oppo'r* 
tunity of hearing thofe precepts and ledures 
which are commonly read in fuch feminaries 

of learning. But although nobody had more 
faith than fhe in . the benefit to be reaped 
from this method of inftruftion, yet fhe was 

convinced, that, to a mind like hers,- rapaci- 
ous of knowledge 5 the praftiee itfelf might 
contain every thing uteful and neceflary. She 

juftly reafoned with herlelf, that the theory 
of the art was no more than a fet of rules 
and maxims drawn by the wife and fagacious 
practitioners, from that variety of cafes which 
occur in the courfc of a long praftice.; and 

as a great promptitude of genius commonly 

frfpires confidence md fu$jcie#cy, fhe con* 

eluded 



* 

3 



( 9 ) 

eluded* that there was no good reafon why 
fhe might not gather that knowledge from 
the fubjects themfelves,' rather than fubmit 
to the drudgery of conning over the works 
of thole, who po{fe(Ted no greater abilities 
than fhe; The one was becoming wife at 
fecond hand> and by reflection ; wifdom in. 

the other cafe was drawn pure from the very 
fource itfelf. She therefore had not Mceur- 
fius, nor Rochefter fo frequently in her 
hands* as fome other pieces no Ids fit for her 
improvement; 

One happy circumftance however am- 
ply recompenfed all the difadvantages under 
which our heroine was born: Hannah Ma-* 
rine was then alive, and in the greateft repu- 
tation for capacity and [kill in her profeffion; 
Ihe contracted an early prejudice in favours 

of Mifs Jeany Muir; fhe had too much pene- 
tration, not to difcover, though only in the 
bud, thofe talents of our heroine's, which 
diiclofed themfelves fo amazingly afterwards^ 

and too little of the jealonfy or rivalfhip of 
her fex to deprefs her rifing genius, or to mi£ 
guide her ill-direfted curiofity. She formed 
a defign of rearing her up for a fucceflbr; 
and for that purpofe carried her to all her gof* 
fopings, introduced her to many private re- 
tailers of fpirits, difcovered to her the moffc 

feoiet turnpikes, - and inflruded her in all her 

B arts 
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arts of doping i cully, and of {punging a Fot 
By her advice J-cany Muir took the relbluti- 
oa of vifiting foreign parts. Her firft ex- 
curfion was to Gl — i— w f a city juftly ce- 
lebrated for the devotion and impiety of its 
inhabitants, It was there ike firft learned 

the ufe of ftrong {pirks, and the ufelefnets of 

beds. She there formed the cloieft intimacy 
with fome of the oldeft {Indents^- and yotfng- 

eftprofeflbrs of the univcrfuy,- which were 
of great ufe to her through the reft of her 
life* This little flight which fhe made, pure- 
ly to try the ftrcngth of her pinions,- was on- 
ly a prelude to her other travels ; fhe vifited 

Covent-Gardcn,- the Englilh, German, and 
fome add the French camps, in Flanders, and 

the fpecl-houles "in Amfterdatn ; beginning by 

this time to alter her plan, and conferring as 

much plcafurc as fhe received. 

The Love however of one's country is too 
natural a paflion not to have had a' large place 

in J cany Muir's breaftrand that, joined to a 
certain refllcfnefs and appetite for new plea- 
sures, common in people of her prbfeffion 

and genius, brought her home, notwithftanc 
ing the repeated lolickations of many a foreign 

friend to remain in thofe countries. She 
luckily returned to her native country juft at 
a period, when Heriot Marine's great fatigue*, 
joined to Tome difeafes to which the well- 
employed 
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employed practitioners in lhe mute art are 
frequently expofed, had reduced her 10 the 



iilagrecable alternative of either refigning her 
bufinefs, or of being deferred by her employ- 
ers. Her friendfhip for her young favou- 
rite was founded on too fure a bafis to be 
fhaken in the leaft by jcany's aMcncc 5 fhe 

received her with open arms, and calling 

for a gill of b randy ? * drunk to her as her fuc- 

ccfTor, with nearly the fame ceremony the 
mayor of London ulcs in appointing his fhc- 
rip. 

I do not pretend to fay, that the praMtion^ 
ers in our profeflion are entirely fauklcls, it 
would be felic and abftird if I did. It riruft 
be remembered, that though we are wh — es ? 

ftill we are women, and though ouremnloy- 
ment purges us of many female weakneflcs, 
yet ftill Iqmc iew will remain. Upon this 
principle it was natural to expeft among ttu 
elder praflitioners a general diflatisfaftion and 
opposition to our young intrant, as they no 

doubt were vexed to fee the whole of that 
bufinefs,. which befpre had run in fo manv 

* ■ - . • y 

different channels, now collected into one 
great ftream, and flowing like a torrent up- 
on this upftart interlooer. But no fuch thing; 
happened. Envy's fnaky head was fcarce 
heard to hifi. And we unanimously agreed, 
that Jeany Muir was more than able to bear 
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that load of hufinefs with which flic was foon 
to be burthened. 

This is now the mod con fpic nous xva of 
our heroine's life. Behold her now, my gen- 
tle hearers, arrived at the zenith of her glo- 
ry! Behold her praftifing her arc with mod fur- 

prifing fuccefs I enriching herfelf, and difFufing 
bleflings and pleafures over all the wide circle 
of her acquaintance, and even exciting fen* 
timents of vanity in the boibms of her relati- 
ons, proud to be connected with a lady now 
become the favourite of half the human race I 
And here I muft again have recourfe to my 
philofophy, to juftify a part of her conduct 
which her greateft admirers would fometimes 
cenfiire. Some philofophers have carried their 
fcepticilm fo far asto affirm, that there is no- 
thing real in nature, and that every thing is de- 
ception : whatever we fee, whatever we hear, 
whatever we touch, fay they, we do not re* 
ally fee, hear, or touch, butare impofed upon 
by our fenfes, and only fancy we do. What 
truth may be in this ohfervation as to the ma- 
terial world, I fliall leave to naruralifts to de- 
termine ; but in the ideal world I may venture, 

without being co.nrraditted, to aver, that de- 
ceptions are very frequent and very danger- 
ous. Why docs the mifer perpetrate the 

blacked villainies to fill hispurfe, and centers 

all his happinefs 'in his wealth ?— becaufe he 

is 
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is deceived. Why isfuch a young advocate 

vain of his abilities? — becaufe he is deceived. 
Why does yonder gracelefs knight drink and 
game perpetually, and yet imagines his eftate 
Is not impaired I — becaufe he is deceived. And 
why does a certain fine lady think the world 
are ignorant of what ihe wiflies they may not 

know? — bin becauie fhe is deceived. Our 

heroine, fenfible of the prevalence of decep- 
tion, and convinced if it were rooted out of 
the world, mankind would commit many few- 
er abiurdities and crimes than they do* made 
a noble oppofition to this general torrent of 
deceit. So (Irongly are mankind prone to 
be deluded, that they are fometimes difap- 

pointed, when they are not. This obfervati-> 
on is never more fully verified than in fomc 
parts of Mifs Jeany Muir 3 s profeflion, where 
a cold return to the endearments of her 
friends, was the behaviour in the world moft 
likely to occafion drynefs, and to disjoin the 
clofeft unions. 

* w 

Tu quoque> cm veneris fenfewi patura negavit 7 

Dulcia mendaci g audi a finge fono. 

Infelix, cut torpet hebes locus ilk, puella es t 

££hq paritcr debent fanina, virq; jrui, 
Ahpudet! 

A 

- Upon the{e occaflons, as our heroine ne- 

ver felt any tendency towards a reciprocal 

paffion. 
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paiSo'n, fo ilic never.would affect any, and 
chofe rather to offend by a calm Jifclels be- 

haviour, than to pleafc by the molt innocent 
deceit. And it is only from her averfion to 
hypocrify and diifimulation, that I can ac- 
count for this tranquility and quictifm ia our 
heroine's conduft. * * . 

It is incumbent upon me too to make ho- 
rourabic mention of" Jeany Mnir's gencrofi- 
ty,- the quality which predominated mod 
ftrongly in her difpofition. This however, 
though a true, mighty 1 fear, turn a diiagree- 

able part of our funeral oration \ as I fee few 
of one fex here .who do not retain Ionic 
marks of her generofity. But it would be 
unjuft to her memory to omit, that though 
flie had' frequent <p*afion to be employed by, 
a Very numerous and very refpeftable body 
of m$n } yet fhe never would confent to ac- 
cept of any of their money ; and as fhe was 

ever ready to lend them her affifhnce, fo was 

fhe ever obfHnate in refilling their remunera- 
tions. I fhould likeways give a particular 
account of the care fhe took of- her own 

health, and the dexterity with which fhe- 

warded offthofe difcalcs with which fhe was 
threatened, either 'from her conftitution, or 
from the fatigues of her bufinefi, without at 
the fairfe time ever ceafing to be ufeful in the 

excrcife of it. . . 
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As to her children, "the affiduitv of her* 

calling prevented the world from being bjef- 

fed with any of theie. But I fliould do inju- 
ftice to the memory pf Jeany Muir, as well 
as violate my own conlcience, if I concealed 

from you^ that in examining her trunk, after 
ftie died, I difcovered a pair of abortions 
carefully preferred in {pints. Were not your 
patience already quite exhaufted, I fliould 
ive you a minute defcription. ot them* but 
iufficeit to lay, that in every feature, and in 
every limb, I could trace an exaft refemblance 

to their mother, and fb far as I could 'then 

judge, they promifed to have been every way 
worthy of lb celebrated a parent.- 

Her death was fudden, as fhe herfelf wifh- 

ed it to be. She furvived none of her fa- 
culties. Three of her friends had jull left 
heiv and were thoroughly fatisfied with their 
reception. So gentle was the firft attack of 
that diftrefs, which foon after proved fata], 

that flie did not fliut any of the books that 

were lying before her. Two were found 
open on her table ;• for it is remarkable, as 

ihe had but little time to devote to dud v. 
(he employed it to the greateft advantage, 
by commonly perufing a couple of books 
at a time, one with each eye- That which 
lay next her right eye, I orefume /lie was 
engaged to read, from thepompoufnefs of its 

Me 
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title page, which promifed her ibme facts 




iaflory account of the great inequalities 
.*vjhkh Jhe found among men* The other- was 

a favourite author* open at the foifowin 
paflagc, 

Cttatra alius nullum, bifi olenti in fornice ftantero. 
I Quidam notus homo ciim exiret fornice, Macle 
. Virtute cfto, inquit fententla dia Catdnisj 
. Nam Gmul ac venas in8avit tetra libido, 

Hutic juvenes ssquum eft defcendere, noh aiienas 

Perraolere uxores. 






Upon the whole, if hei 
r end behzu was fulfilled 
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